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The Nubian type goat is most likely the oldest species
of goat known to mankind. Some breeders feel the
name Nubian is not an accurate name for the breed,
due to the crosses made in its development. The name
“Nubian” originates from Nubia, a desert region in
Northern Sudan. It is said that the animals from this
area did not play an important part in the development
of the Anglo-Nubian. Although the French started
working on the Nubian type animals before the English,
credit must be given to the British for the development
of the present day Nubian. Known as the Anglo-
Nubian, the Nubian is mainly a combination of two pure
breeds, the Anglo or English, and the Nubian, whose
origin is more obscure, tracing to a variety of sources.
The Anglo part of the ancestry includes the English
breed and various crossbred animals. Under the
development of  the Anglo-Nubian, regulations were in
place to bring in new blood, provided foreign blood
other than Nubian was not evident for a given number
of generations. A small percentage of Swiss blood has
in some cases been gradually introduced in this way.

Nubian type does were imported into America as early
as 1896, but most of these early imports were lost to
the breed until the import of three animals, buck, Holly
Lodge Shingle, and twin does, Wigmore Brownie and
Wigmore Pansy, by Mr. J.R. Gregg of California. Mr.
Gregg imported another buck, Scriventon Bellerphone,
and a doe Luxor Butane, in 1913. These animals
formed the nucleus from which Nubians in America
descended. Mr. Gregg developed two important lines:
the Bonzai line Holly Lodge Shingle, who was a
grandson of Bricket Cross, and a great grandson to
Sedgemere Sangers, and the Inkyo line from
Scriventon Bellerphone.

Between 1909 and 1918, Anglo was dropped from the
name and forty were registered as Purebred Nubians in
the United States. In 1917 Major D.C. Mowat brought in
five Anglo-Nubians into British Columbia, Canada. The
bucks he had were Harborough Volunteer and
Edenbrook Cyrus, a pure white hornless sire of many
Nubians including Spring Beauty AR #7, the first
Nubian to qualify for an AR.

Nubians are the most popular breed in the United
States and continue to outnumber all of the currently
recognized breeds.

REFERENCE:
NUBIAN HISTORY AND GREAT BRITAIN, SECOND
EDITION, REVISED. By Mrs. Robert M. Reinhardt and
Alice Hall.

Nubian Breed History

’Proud Champions’  courtesy HaySeed Farm
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Membership  Benefits
• The All American Program recognizes Nubian
dairy goats that have proven their excellence in
the show ring.

• The Merit and Awards Program recognizes
Nubian dairy goats that attain superior milk
production and type.

• Specialty Shows are a fun place to meet and
greet other Nubian breeders and promote the
Nubian breed. Two specialties per District are
awarded each year.

• The INBA Breeder of Excellence Award is a
unique lifetime achievement award with the
recipient receiving a lifetime INBA membership.

• An innovative Youth Membership that is geared
towards education and recognition of achieve-
ments made by our youth.

• The INBA Nubian News, published quarterly, is
filled with Nubian stories, specialty shows,
pictures of top does and bucks, recipes,
affordable advertising that targets your market,
and much more.

• Our awesome up-to-date web site located at
www.i-n-b-a.org offers a free breeder listing and
affordable Business Card Advertisement.

• Members only INBA Email List on Yahoo
Groups where members can communicate online
fast.

• We offer a membership structure to suit your
needs: Individual $10, Family $20, and Youth $5

The Nubian Breed Standard

The Nubian is a relatively large, proud, and
graceful dairy goat of mixed Asian, African, and
European origin, known for high quality, high
butterfat milk production.

The head is the distinctive breed characteristic,
with the facial profile between the eyes and the
muzzle being strongly convex (Roman nose).
The ears are long (extending at least one inch
(2.54 cm) beyond the muzzle when held flat
along the face), wide and pendulous. They lie
close to the head at the temple and flare slightly
out and well forward at the rounded tip, forming
a “bell shape. The ears are not thick, with
cartilage well defined. The hair is short, fine and
glossy. Any color or colors, solid or patterned, is
acceptable.

INBA Mission Statement

The International Nubian Breeders Association is
a breed specific organization whose purpose
shall be the development and promotion of the
Nubian breed; the encouragement of closer
fellowship among members through meetings,
correspondence, circulation of useful information,
news and ideas, and the cooperation with other
organizations in the promotion and development
of the Dairy Goat Industry in general.

Have you heard the news??

INBA is an invaluable tool for Nubian
breeders to promote their animals!

JOIN US!
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Photo courtesy of Ron & Cindy Hill


